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appreciation of the actual event. There is no surer road
to ill-success in war than to imitate the plans of bygone
heroes and to fit them to novel situations. The Enzheim
letter is by no means a tribute of admiration to Turenne.
On the contrary, the laconic remark, " Half of our foot
was so posted that they did not fight at all/' is a damaging
criticism of an action fought necessarily against superior
forces. It comes with peculiar weight from Churchill,
who knew so well how to keep unhelpful opinions to himself
and hardly ever committed them to paper. We do not know
what part, other than has been described, Churchill played
in these campaigns. But he must have been thinking in-
tensely about war ever since he came of age, and he certainly
had many opportunities of watching it at close quarters
under one of its most famous masters, and of learning in a
responsible but subordinate position every detail of active
service.